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ALLOTMENTS: CAN YOU DIG IT?

Nanette Fielding puts on her wellies and calls a spade a spade

1 vou're hecky enough 1o have an

allitrment September s a busy tme for

harvesting, Having an alletment can b a

woticherful experience, and ivs certainky
the case that the more eflort you put in, the
more you'll b rewarded with homegrown
prostuee For vou and your Gunily,

For real suceess, you need w be able o
cormmit @ mimimmm three or four hours each
werk, regardless of the weather, Bu the
benefits far esceed the work required, as vou
will hanver el sowrce of freshy fruit aned
seegetatbles. o be alde toengoy all e
begaedits ol o Dl b,

Ay allotrment s aognea !IFI|!Illllllil:\-' 101
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anel, as LAl dening B such a ;._"mn[ Fowrm o’
exrreise, you'll e an exeellent excuse 10
cance] that gvm membership. Wiorking em the
Ll helyws recuce stress and can engender a
feeling of community sparit: vou'll meet some
ascinatng people Fom whom vou will kearn
great deal, And s a Bintastie way lor children
1o lessrn v bowae dresh froie and vegembles,

o b avwvare thongh that many allotment
<ifrs 'mll'. It FIII s o resichents ol a \[n'l'i.rll.'
sphical
area. You should s by contacting vour

beiwroangety, nesichbotarbiood or oo

loeal eoumil t Bind ou where vour nearest
allomment sies are, Nest, the couneil will
cither albocae vou a plot, ar add vour name
1oy the wanitang st o thiere e pone vailable,
Dremand is high in this ares, indeed both

the Mecze FHill wnd Humber Road alloiments
Tmve e closed thiewr lisis.

Tt wviawy D elaffienale oo gest ey allostimen
el b il vou are Besilale and
[rrapeered (s puang v wanitinge list, i \'Li][]|,||:|u'||
Mewwhile NI CR tadois the e i
learm abonin grosvirme fruit and vegetaliles
Yoo might eonsicles inill'lr:u_; a bl gandening
AL where W i1l e alabee 1as "|.lil. k the
Braing’ of atlwer cardeners,

When vou consider taking on a plor, vou
showld be aware that the average allotment
space i approsimately 250w, I vou think
thiae &5 oo much B vou o cope with on your
o sk i you cam rent ahall plot or share it
with a e,

Adlotment costs vary from area o area
accarding o the price of Land. The average
in the Ul is between 30 C00 @ vear;, but
rennts can b az high as ¢ 100 per annuam,
particulardy in the capial, IF vou are
unstccessiil s linding a "local” allotment,
vou might consider adjoining boroughs.
Help is availabile through te Loncdon
Allotments Network which holds a London-
wiche list of inclivadusls who are looking lor

plosts. 1 v wish g join the list, vsit
www bonielomallogments et or ermail
choeeta londomallotmentsnet.

If :.I.I“-I | ke g vt o vegetalale |J||:|t u
VUL LTl q:lllll'u_ ke sure 0% @y close 1o
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||i|| ot ol the kitehen Tor sone ultea-Tresd)
green or herls [ cooking Choose a sunny
Al soth or soth=west Bacing ks best; it
should be level so that water doesn’t ool
IF thie ol rpuality is poor add aboot 50 em ol
lreshy povpso] firoam the grden centre,

The casiest crops 1o @row are polilors,
I Beans, sweeteorn aned all varicnes of
toarato s lecks. .. all vou gol
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s From concept to reality with
a professional team

= Complete garden restoration from small

area to large project
* Guaranieed results

CONTACT US:

077 69 775 144
020 8858 87 92

www.geocontracts.com
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